WRITING A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

	
 A review of the literature: 

· Focuses on a specific topic – your argument or problem as stated in your thesis 

· Compiles the research that has been published on the topic by recognized scholars and researchers 

· Provides background for the problem or puts the problem into historical perspective 

· Informs the reader about the current concepts and state of research on the topic and any controversies • Describes the pros and cons of particular studies and may suggest areas for further research 

· Organizes the citations thematically into a narrative that can serve as the introduction to your report or that can be an individual essay 

	
	
A review of the literature is NOT: 

· A literary review describing and evaluating a specific book, poem, play, etc. 

· An exhaustive, alphabetical list of every work consulted in your research, nor a list of references cited 

· An annotated bibliography listing references and adding a brief notes about the value of each source 

· Suggestions for further reading  





WHY DO WE DO A LITERATURE REVIEW?

· To see what has and has not been investigated. 
· To develop general explanations for observed variations in a behavior or phenomenon.
· To identify potential relationships between concepts and to identify researchable hypotheses.
· To learn how others have defined and measured key concepts.
· To identify data sources that other researchers have used.
· To develop alternative research projects.
· To discover how a research project is related to the work of others.


FINDING REVIEWS OF THE LITERATURE

Most of the specialized databases will have scholarly articles that are either Literature Reviews or have a review of the literature as an introduction to the research. 

Keys to finding them are:

	ERIC – Education 
	
· “Literature Reviews” is a descriptor – search in SU Descriptors (the plural reviews is critical)
· Combine with search terms on your topic 
· Limit to Journal Articles (Journal or Document)

· Eric Digests are brief, 3-5 page, full text articles that describes the current state of an issue and provide a bibliography, but does not evaluate the pros and cons of the studies cited. 
· Find Eric Digests by limiting the Publication Type to Eric digests in Full Text and change the Journal or Document limit to All
· Search using your topic only

· Search for your topic and limit Publication Type to: 
Information Analysis - ERIC Digests (Selected) in Full Text 


	PsycInfo - Psychology

	
· “Literature Review” is a Descriptor – search Subject [exact], DE= 
· Publication Type – Review gives you book reviews 
· Add your topic to the search


	Academic Search Premier - Multidisciplinary
	
· Limit to Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals and add “literature review” or “review of literature” as search terms and combine with your topic 
· Document Type: Bibliography will give you lists of books on a topic, but not true literature reviews 


	Business Source Premier - Business
	
· Limit to Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals 
· Add “literature review” as search phrase
· Add your topic
· Document Type: Bibliography will give you lists of books on a topic, but not true literature reviews 


	JSTOR – Multidisciplinary
	
· 100% fulltext database
· Use Advanced Search
· “Literature review” is a descriptor. Combine with education (or your topic) to eliminate items from other disciplines


	ProQuest Theses & Dissertation Database
	
· All dissertations and theses have a literature review section
· Great database for examples of dissertations
· “Literature review” as search phrase. Combine with your topic area.


	America: History & Life – History and Culture of US and Canada
	· “Literature reviews” as SU Subject Terms (plural reviews is critical)
· Add your topic



Information in part from: Edgewood College Library http://library.edgewood.edu/help/literature-reviews.pdf  and American University Library http://www.library.american.edu/Help/tutorials/lit_review/why.html 	
